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Welcome Messages

Message from the AALA Presidents

On behalf of the Executive Board of the Asian Association for Language 
Assessment, we would like to warmly welcome you to the 12th International 
Conference of AALA! This year’s conference theme, “Humanistic Approach 
to Assessment, Standards, Innovation, and Accountability,” highlights an 
important agenda—revisiting the critical role that humans play in ensuring 
the quality of second language teaching, learning, and assessment in the 
era of rapid technological advancement. AALA’s mission is to bring together 
researchers, practitioners, educators, and students to promote language 
assessment research and practice in Asia. In particular, AALA takes great 
pride in its annual conference, which presents great opportunities for 
exchange of ideas and collaboration among our members, as well as for 
welcoming new participants to our vibrant community. We are delighted 
to share with you the exciting program of this year’s conference, featuring 
distinguished speakers as well as symposia, research papers, and posters 
on diverse topics that showcase the quality of the research conducted by 
our colleagues in Asia and beyond.

We are grateful to all those who have worked hard to organize the AALA 
2026 conference. First, we would like to express our heartfelt thanks to 
the local co-chairs, Liying Cheng and April Jiawei Zhang, as well as the 
members of the Organizing Committee. Your leadership, dedication, 
and tireless efforts have been instrumental in putting together this 
wonderful conference. Our special thanks also go to the sponsors of 
this year’s conference: British Council, Duolingo English Test, Language 
Training and Testing Center (LTTC), the TOEIC Program at ETS, Pearson, 
LanguageCERT, City University of Macau, Language Testing and 
Assessment, Language Testing in Asia, Hong Kong Elite and Education 
Association, Sejong Korean Language Assessment (SKA), and Hong Kong 
Macao China Education Research Institute. With your valuable support, we 
look forward to making this conference a great success.

This year’s annual conference is the first to be held in Macau. The city’s rich 
culture and unique charm provide an ideal setting for a truly memorable 
conference. We sincerely hope that you enjoy every aspect of this four-day 
event!

Sincerely
Yasuyo Sawaki, President, Asian Association for Language Assessment
Jason Fan, Co-President, Asian Association for Language Assessment



2

Welcome Messages

Message from the Local Conference Co-Chairs

It is a privilege and tremendously responsibility to welcome you ALL to 
the 12th International Conference of the Asian Association for Language 
Assessment, hosted by City University of Macau from 18 to 21 September 
2026.

Asia holds a uniquely strategic geopolitical, economical, and educational 
location in the world today. Asian scholars play a leading role in international 
testing and assessment research. For this very reason, we chose the 
theme of ASIA – Assessment, Standards, Innovation, and Accountability 
– foundational pillars in our field of research. We added “Humanistic 
Approach to Assessment, Standards, Innovation, and Accountability” to 
consider how language assessment should remain centred on people while 
responding thoughtfully to ever fast technological changes, evolving local 
and international standards, and increasing demands for accountability 
globally. These conversations are especially timely as our field explores new 
challenges and possibilities while continuing to uphold fairness, inclusivity, 
ethical responsibility, and respect for learners as our central goal in 
education.

We proudly host more than 200 speakers from 19 countries and regions 
this year at the 12th International Conference of the Asian Association for 
Language Assessment. Durning the conference, we will listen to high-impact 
plenary speeches from 3 internationally recognised Asian-heritage scholars, 
four competence-packed workshops, 36 featured speakers representing 
leading research from various Asian regions and 12 local and international 
sponsors, 110 parallel sessions, and 20 posters. Most importantly, you will 
engage in informal exchanges that bring together researchers, educators, 
practitioners, and students from across Asia and beyond. The conference will 
provide a welcoming space in which we can share our work, encounter fresh 
perspectives, renew professional connections, and begin new collaborations.

We are delighted to host you in Macau, a city where diverse traditions, 
cultures, and cuisines meet. Enjoy not only the intellectual richness of the 
conference but also the distinctive heritage, hospitality, and character of our 
city!

Thank you very much to our speakers, presenters, participants, sponsors, 
volunteers, and the organising committee for making this milestone gathering 
possible. We wish you a stimulating, rewarding, and memorable AALA 2026 
right here at the City University of Macau.

Warmly,
Liying Cheng, Local Conference Co-Chair
April Jiawei Zhang, Local Conference Co-Chair
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AALA Awards and Special Issue
AALA Outstanding Dissertation Award 2025

Best Student Paper and Poster Awards

Special Issue Supported by Language Testing in Asia

Shengkai Yin (Federation University Australia)
Assessing Critical Thinking in EAP Speaking: The Development and Validation of a Rating Scale
Submission ID: AALA20260148

The Winner of the 2026 AALA Best Student Paper Presentation
Yanxin Wang (Zhejiang University, China) 
Feature-Based Modeling and LLM-generated Scores for Automated Speech Evaluation
Submission ID: AALA2026073

The Winner of the 2026 AALA Best Student Poster Presentation
Han Yining (Nanyang Technological University, Singapore) 
Comparing human and GenAI-mediated interlocutors in L2 speaking assessment: Effects on linguistic and 
neurocognitive behaviour
Submission ID: AALA20260134

A Humanistic Approach to Assessment, Standards, Innovation, and Accountability

Eligibility and deadline. The Springer Nature collection is open until 1 April 2027. Only work accepted and 
presented at AALA 2026 is eligible for consideration.

Focus. Human-centred assessment design and practice; standards, fairness and equity; innovation and 
technology; and accountability, policy and public trust.

Selection. Stage 1 screens AALA 2026 presentations for quality, relevance and methodological rigour. Invited 
manuscripts then undergo Language Testing in Asia's standard double-blind peer review; an invitation does not 
guarantee publication.

Guest editors. Wei Wei (Macao Polytechnic University), April Jiawei Zhang (City University of Macau) and Liying 
Cheng (City University of Macau).

Timeline. Conference selection: 18–20 September 2026; invitations: 1 October 2026; full manuscripts: 1 April 
2027; first reviews: 1 July 2027; revisions: 1 November 2027; final decisions: 1 December 2027; delivery to LTA: 
February 2028; expected publication: early–mid 2028.

Collection page. link.springer.com/collections/hfddgecgfa
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Conference Theme and Host
Humanistic Approach to 
Assessment, Standards, Innovation, and Accountability

Hosted by City University of Macau — School of Education

Venue and Campus Map

AALA 2026 explores how humanistic perspectives can guide and transform contemporary assessment practices, 
policies and technologies. The conference brings together researchers, educators, practitioners and students to 
examine how assessment can remain ethical, fair, context-sensitive and accountable while responding to rapid 
technological and social change.

The programme highlights human-centred assessment design, fairness and equity across multilingual and digital 
contexts, innovation including generative AI and automated feedback, and the role of transparency and public trust in 
educational and high-stakes assessment.

Registration, help desk and lost and found are at the Culture Centre entrance.

Address in English: Avenida Padre Tomás Pereira Taipa, Macau 

Taxi Address in Chinese: 澳門城市大學凼仔校區行政樓

Taxi Address Pronunciation in Mandarin (Pinyin): Àomén Chéngshì Dàxué Dàngzǎi Xiàoqū Xíngzhèng Lóu

Taxi Address Pronunciation in Cantonese (Jyutping): Ou3 mun4*2 sing4 si5 daai6 hok6 tam5 zai2 haau6 keoi1 
hang4 zing3 lau4

Main programme locations
Culture Centre in Building C; 
HG01, HG02 and HG03 are in Building H; 
Classrooms are in Building L. 
Please consult the detailed programme for the room assigned to each presentation.
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Committees and Volunteers

Local Organising Committee
AALA Executive Board

Conference Volunteers

Proposal Reviewers

• Liying Cheng — City University of Macau

• April Jiawei Zhang — City University of Macau

• Jiayi Li — City University of Macau

• Shelly Ye — City University of Macau

• Wei Wei — Macao Polytechnic University

• Cecilia Guanfang Zhao — University of Macau

• Qin Xie — University of Macau

• Matthew Wallace — University of Macau

• Yasuyo Sawaki — Waseda University

• Jason Fan — University of Melbourne

• Yong-Won Lee — Seoul National University

• Mingwei Pan — Shanghai International Studies University

• Thi Ngoc Quynh Nguyen — VNU University of Languages 
and International Studies

• Jing Zhang — Yunnan University

• Keita Nakamura — Tohoku University

• Yasuhiro Imao — The University of Osaka

• Ying Chen — Ocean University of China

• Shangchao Min — Zhejiang University

• Limei Zhang — Nanyang Technological University

We extend our sincere gratitude to the dedicated 
volunteers whose time, effort, and commitment were 
instrumental to the success of this conference.

• Cecilia Guanfang Zhao — University of Macau

• Qin Xie — University of Macau

• Rachel Wu — National Taiwan University

• Rie Koizumi — University of Tsukuba

• Xun Yan — University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

• Yong-Won Lee — Chair,  Seoul  National 
University

• Youngsoon So — Seoul National University

Wei Wei, Cecilia Guanfang Zhao, April Jiawei Zhang, Liying Cheng, Qin Xie, Matthew Wallace, Jiayi Li, Shelly Xueting Ye
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Dr. Eunice Eunhee Jang is a Professor at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), University of 
Toronto. She believes that how we assess students shapes not only what they learn, but who they become. Her 
work reimagines assessment as a practice of recognition rather than gatekeeping, with a particular commitment 
to multilingual learners and historically underserved communities. She played a key role in developing Ontario’s 
Steps to English Proficiency framework and now leads projects such as BalanceAI and APLUS, exploring how AI-
supported diagnostic and learning-oriented assessments can strengthen teachers’ and students’ agency.

Saturday 19 September | 09:30–10:30 | Culture Centre

Professor Eunice Eunhee Jang

University of Toronto

Empowering Learners and Educators: Critical AI Literacy for Learning-
Oriented Language Assessment in the Age of Generative AI

When students can ask ChatGPT to help them write an essay or practice a 
conversation, what does it really mean to be a competent language user? 
This is not merely an academic integrity issue. It challenges us to rethink 
what language ability actually entails (Xi, 2025). If AI can produce fluent text, 
then competence may lie less in the final product itself and more in learners’ 
capacity to engage meaningfully with language tasks and use feedback to 
improve. This plenary argues that learning-oriented assessment (LoA) offers 
a constructive response to this challenge because it shifts the focus from 
measuring linguistic output to facilitating deeper cognitive and metacognitive 
competencies (Turner & Purpura, 2016).

Drawing on two research projects, BalanceAI with school-age children and 
APLUS with university students, the talk examines how AI-supported LoA can 
provide timely feedback that strengthens learner agency and self-regulated 
learning through the metacognitive cycle of goal-setting, monitoring, and 
reflection that characterizes autonomous learners (Zimmerman, 2008). For 
teachers, such assessment systems can provide timely diagnostic information 
that supports responsive instruction. Yet, realizing this promise requires more 
than technical proficiency. Teachers need critical AI literacy to understand 
not only how to use these tools, but also how to question their limitations and 
blind spots. The reality is that AI systems often work less well for the students 
we serve. Research shows scoring differences for students from different 
linguistic backgrounds, and speech recognition systems may privilege native-
speaker speech features (Hannah et al., 2022; Jang & Sawaki, 2025; Kim & 
Ockey, 2024; Wang & von Davier, 2014), Teachers therefore play a crucial 
role in interpreting results, challenging bias, and ensuring that AI serves all 
learners fairly.

The talk concludes by charting future directions for the language assessment 
community, advocating for culturally responsive AI design, human-in-the-
loop approaches (Bolender et al., 2023), regional validation studies, and 
collaborative frameworks that welcome Asian voices in shaping how these 
technologies are developed and deployed.

Plenary Speakers
Professor Eunice Eunhee Jang
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Saturday 19 September | 13:00–14:00 | Culture Centre

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Innovating the Assessment of Argumentation: The Story Behind the 
Evolution of a Local Writing Assessment

Assessing the construct of argumentation in second language writing is a 
perennial concern for both language testing and second language writing 
specialists. While scholarship in L2 writing has substantially deepened the 
theoretical construct of argumentation, language testing research must 
constrain its operationalization to ensure reliability, validity, and practicality. 
In large-scale assessments, argumentation is often captured indirectly, 
folded into broader categories such as organization or task completion. 
Local assessments, however, can serve as productive sites to explore more 
direct and fine-grained approaches to assessment argumentation. This talk 
traces the evolution of a local writing placement test designed to measure 
argumentation more directly and serve a complex network of stakeholders 
associated with the local writing program. Largely through a community of 
practice approach, this collaborative work has involved developing a shared 
construct definition among stakeholders, revising writing tasks to elicit 
argumentation, validating new rating scales, and exploring technological 
tools to automate selected processes. Ultimately, these innovations can 
strengthen alignment between assessment and instruction, enhancing 
the instructional effectiveness of L2 writing instructors and the learning 
experience of L2 writers.

Professor Xun Yan

Plenary Speakers

Xun Yan is a professor of Linguistics, Second Language Acquisition and Teacher Education, and Educational 
Psychology at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. His research interests include speaking and writing 
assessment, psycholinguistic and computational approaches to language testing, and language assessment 
literacy. His work can be found in Applied Linguistics, Assessing Writing, Journal of Second Language Writing, 
Language Assessment Quarterly, Language Learning, Language Testing, Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 
TESOL Quarterly, among others. He is a co-editor for Language Testing. Xun was the recipient of the ETS TOEFL 
Essentials New Scholar award in 2022 and the ILTA/Sage Best Book Award in 
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Professor Ying Zheng — Jamie Dunlea Lecture

Sunday 20 September | 09:30–10:30 | HG02

University of Southampton

Researching Mandarin Chinese Education Beyond Asia: Evidence, 
Challenges, and Synergies

As Mandarin Chinese continues to play an important role in education, 
particularly amid growing interest in multilingualism and global engagement, 
understanding the interplay between teaching, learning, and assessment 
of this Asian language in a non-Asian context remains essential. This 
presentation draws on a series of empirical studies, offering insights into 
key aspects of Mandarin Chinese education, including learner motivation, 
teacher development, and exam evaluation.

I will present findings from studies conducted in recent years by the 
Southampton team, exploring factors that shape learner motivation across 
educational stages, from primary school to university, and Mandarin teachers’ 
professional development, including the experiences of language teachers 
across borders and the ways transnational trajectories influence classroom 
practice. I will also present research findings on the alignment of A-Level 
Mandarin exams with the CEFR and the challenges teachers encounter in 
translating exam requirements into classroom practice.

To conclude, I will propose a reflective synergy approach that encourages 
teachers to engage as researchers, bridging the gap between research and 
practice to enhance Mandarin teaching and assessment. The presentation 
will highlight the wider relevance of this work for strengthening Mandarin 
Chinese as a foreign language education globally, where learner profiles, 
exposure patterns, and institutional expectations differ, supporting more 
equitable, context-sensitive, and sustainable approaches to teaching and 
assessment.

Plenary Speakers

Ying Zheng is a Professor in the Department of Languages, Cultures and Linguistics at the University of 
Southampton, UK. She holds a PhD in Cognitive Studies from Queen’s University, Canada, specialising in second 
language testing and assessment. Before joining Southampton in 2013, she worked as a psychometrician and later 
director of research in the language testing division at Pearson London. Her research focuses on psychometrics, 
large-scale test validation, scale alignment, Mandarin exams in the UK school system and AI-enabled language 
assessment.Jamie Dunlea Lecture supported 
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Friday 18 September | 14:00–17:00 | Culture Centre Room 1

Workshop overview

Oslo Metropolitan University

Assessing English Language Students with Specific Learning Difficulties

Dina Tsagari is Professor in the Department of Primary and Secondary 
Teacher Education at Oslo Metropolitan University. Her research spans 
language testing and assessment, differentiated instruction, multilingualism, 
distance education, learning difficulties and inclusive education.

An inclusive-assessment workshop examining how specific learning 
difficulties, including dyslexia and ADHD, may affect language learning and 
assessment. Participants consider barriers in conventional assessment and 
apply differentiation, reasonable accommodations and Universal Design for 
Learning to classroom-based assessment.

Friday 18 September | 14:00–17:00 | Culture Centre Room 2

Workshop overview

Konkuk University Glocal Campus

Validity and Validation in Language Assessment: Concepts, Evidence, and 
Argument-Based Approaches

Gwan-Hyeok Im is Assistant Professor in the Department of English Language 
and Culture at Konkuk University Glocal Campus. His research focuses 
on validity and validation in second-language testing, English-medium 
instruction, digital literacy and emerging technologies in education.

A practical introduction to contemporary validity and argument-based 
validation. Participants work with claims, assumptions, evidence and 
rebuttals, analyse possible sources of measurement error and collaboratively 
construct a simple validity argument. No advanced statistical background is 
required.

Dr Gwan-Hyeok Im

Pre- and Post-Conference Workshops
Professor Dina Tsagari
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Pre- and Post-Conference Workshops

Monday 21 September | 09:30–12:30 | Culture Centre Room 1

Workshop overview

South China Business College of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies

Item Analysis and Test Equating in the Age of AI

Quan Zhang is a visiting professor at South China Business College of 
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies and Secretary-General of the Pacific 
Rim Objective Measurement Society for mainland China. His long-standing 
work includes large-scale examination development, item production and 
Rasch modelling for language testing.

This post-conference workshop introduces Classical Test Theory item 
analysis and Rasch-based test equating with Rasch-GZ. It combines 
conceptual foundations, software demonstration, classroom practice and 
discussion. Participants may bring their own data for on-site analysis.

Professor Quan Zhang

Friday 18 September | 14:00–17:00 | HG01

Workshop overview

University of Oxford

Unpacking Deep Learning and Neural Networks: Fundamentals and Hands-
On Application in Language Assessment Research

Yuanyue Hao is a doctoral researcher in the Department of Education at 
the University of Oxford. His work examines automated pronunciation 
assessment, algorithmic fairness, auditing algorithms and the rigorous use of 
machine learning and causal inference in applied linguistics.

A conceptual and hands-on introduction to deep neural networks for 
language assessment. The workshop covers key training concepts, a guided 
Python analysis and critical questions involving fairness, interpretability and 
transparency. Participants should bring a laptop and have access to a valid 
Google account for the Colab notebook.

Dr Yuanyue Hao
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Conference venue City University of Macau, Taipa Campus

Wi-Fi SSID CityU-Event-Guest

Wi-Fi password AALA2026@CITYU

Help desk/Lost and Found Culture Centre Entrance throughout the conference days

Essential Attendee Information

Registration
Paper Presentations

Poster Presentations

Attendance Certificate

Session-Chair Instructions

Meals, Reception and Banquet

• Campus registration is at the Culture Centre 
entrance.

• Registration at Zam Zam, Regency Art Hotel, is 
available only from 17:30-18:30 on Friday 18th 
September before the Welcome Reception.

• Each paper presentation is alloted  20 minutes for the 
presentation and 5 minutes for questions and answers.

• Bring the presentation file on a USB drive and keep a 
PDF backup copy.

• Arrive at the  session starts and classroom at least 10 
minutes before the session and ask a volunteer to copy 
the file to the classroom computer.

• Arrive at least 10 minutes early and confirm the presentation order with the volunteer and presenters.
• Briefly welcome the audience, introduce each presenter and keep the session to the published timetable.
• Give a two-minute warning near the end of each 20-minute presentation and stop the presentation at 20 minutes so 

that 5 minutes remain for questions.
• Invite concise questions, manage transitions and ensure that the next presentation begins on time.
• Report technical problems or presenter absences to the classroom volunteer or registration/help desk.

• Poster size is A1 (841 × 594 mm).
• Presenters must print and bring their own posters to 

the venue.
• Volunteers will assist presenters in mounting posters 

on the designated boards from 9:00 am on the day.
• Poster display hours are 10:30–15:30 on 19 and 20 

September.

Your individual presentation certificate can be collected from the reception desk at Culture Centre entrance.

• Coupons for two lunches and the Welcome 
Reception are included in the conference bag.

• Please present the appropriate coupon when 
collecting your lunch box.

• The Welcome Reception is open to registered 
attendees and takes place at Zam Zam, Regency 
Art Hotel.

• Banquet eligibility is marked on the name 
badge. Please wear your badge to enter the 
banquet at 17th Floor, Altira Macau.

Chair assignment
The first scheduled presenter in each classroom serves as chair for that session block.
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Enjoy Macau
Dining

Macao World Heritage

Nightlife

Rua do Cunha food street. A lively Taipa pedestrian street for Macanese and Portuguese flavours, Chinese snacks 
and local sweets. Address: Rua do Cunha, Taipa, Macao.
Two local stops. Casa de Bolos Man Kei — G/F, 23–24 Rua do Cunha, Taipa; Mercearia de Mok Yi Kei — Unit A, 9 
Rua do Cunha, Taipa.

Ruins of St Paul's. Address: Company of Jesus Square, Macao.
Senado Square. Address: Senado Square, Macao.
A-Ma Temple. Address: Barra Square, Macao.

Waterfront bars and lounges. The Macao Government Tourism Office highlights the bars along Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-
Sen near the Kun Iam Statue, facing the Outer Harbour and Pearl River. Address: Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, NAPE, 
Macao.

SKY 21 rooftop bar. Panoramic rooftop dining and drinks in central Macao. Address: 21/F, AIA Tower, 251A–301 
Avenida Comercial de Macau, Macao.

Opening hours and venue arrangements may change; please check before visiting.

Photography, Live Photos and 
Emergency Contact
Photography and Live-Gallery Notice

Emergency and On-Site Contact

Official photography and video recording will take place during AALA 2026. Images may be used by AALA and the 
host institution for conference documentation, reporting, websites, social media and future conference promotion. 
Attendees who prefer not to be photographed should inform the registration desk or the photographer.

Images shared through the live conference gallery are intended for participants’ personal, non-commercial use. 
Please respect the privacy of others: do not repost, tag or identify another person without their permission. Requests 
concerning an image should be directed to the conference team at the registration/help desk.

Contact person Teresa Wang April Jiawei Zhang

Contact details Mobile: 853 62807467
WeChat: apriljzhang; 

WhatsApp: 853-62524628

General Contact aala2026@outlook.com

Assistance point Registration/help desk at Culture Centre Entrance




